




April 6		  FREEDOM? — THE 13TH AMENDMENT 150 YEARS LATER 
		  Peter J. Hammer

Professor at Wayne State University Law School since 2003, Peter Hammer is director of 
the Damon J. Keith Center for Civil Rights. The Keith Center is dedicated to promoting 
the educational, economic, and political empowerment of under-represented  
communities in urban areas and to ensuring that the phrase “equal justice under law” 
applies to all members of society. Hammer has become a leading voice on the economic 
and social issues impacting the city of Detroit.   

	� Speaker’s Synopsis: The legacy of slavery is central to the history of African Americans.  
Institutions like slavery do not end—they mutate and transform themselves. The  
process involves a dynamic interaction between “belief systems” and “institutions.” This 
transformation has moved from slavery to Jim Crow segregation to the forms of “spatial 
racism” that define Southeast Michigan.     

April 13		  #BLACKYOUTHMATTER: THE ELUSIVE QUEST FOR EQUITABLE  
		  EDUCATION IN AN ANTI-BLACK SOCIOPOLITICAL CLIMATE
		  Dorinda Carter Andrews 

Dorinda Carter Andrews is Assistant Dean of Equity Outreach Initiatives and an  
associate professor in the Department of Teacher Education at Michigan State  
University. She teaches courses on racial identity development, urban education, critical 
multiculturalism, and critical race theory. Her research is broadly focused on  
issues of race, culture, and educational equity in P-12 and higher education settings.  
Dr. Carter Andrews is a former industrial engineer, kindergarten teacher, and high 
school math teacher, with experience in urban, suburban, and independent schools.  

	� Speaker’s Synopsis: In this talk, Dr. Carter Andrews explores the elusive quest for  
equitable education for African Americans in the United States. She uses critical race 
theory as an analytical framework for examining the enduring inequitable access to  
educational opportunities that African Americans have experienced across time and 
learning spaces. Dr. Carter Andrews challenges us to consider what is required to ensure 
academic excellence for African American students in a neoliberal, anti-Black  
sociopolitical climate.        

April 20		  MY JOURNEY FROM HOSPITAL ADMINISTRATION TO POPULATION  
		  HEALTH MANAGEMENT                   

Chris Allen
Chris Allen, the first President and CEO of Authority Health, has been in health care  
administration of more than 35 years. He pioneered Family Road Program which  
provided prenatal and health education services to over 184,000 young mothers in  
Detroit. Prior to this, he served as Executive VP and CEO of Hutzel Hospital, and as  
Corporate Vice Officer for Management Services at the Detroit Medical Center. Mr. Allen 
is a Fellow of the American College of Health Care Executives and is Chairman of the 
Bon Secours Health System, Inc. Board.      

	 �Speakers’ Synopsis: Chris Allen, a Fellow of the American College of Healthcare  
Executives, found his career calling in hospital administration. He earned a Master’s 
Degree in Health Service Administration from the University of Michigan School of 
Public Health and progressed to executive vice president of a large, prominent hospital in 
Detroit. One fateful day, he was confronted by a state public health official, causing him 
to radically change his career path from “sick care” to “wellness.” Today, he leads one of 
America’s progressive health authorities.
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The African American Experience
         This series will trace the African American experience in the United 
States from its origins in slavery to the present day. The lectures will address 
general questions such as how has the nature of racism changed since the  
Civil War and how do contemporary U.S. institutions continue to express the  
injustice and subjection that have been so common in their experience? More 
specifically, they will focus on racial inequities in the U. S. educational,  
political, criminal justice, and health care systems. They will help us to  
understand how the efforts of African Americans and their allies to overcome 
bigotry and indifference have begun to make a difference and what additional 
steps need to be taken to get closer to liberty and justice for all. 

April 27		  THE AFRICAN AMERICAN EMPLOYMENT EXPERIENCE: FROM SLAVERY  
		  TO UNEMPLOYMENT AND DISCRIMINATION 

Mark P. Fancher
Mark P. Fancher is the staff attorney for the Racial Justice Project of the ACLU of Michigan.  
His work addresses racially disproportionate rates of incarceration, racial discrimination 
against public school students of color, racial profiling, attacks on the democratic rights of 
communities of color, and abusive police practices. Fancher served on the staff of the State 
Bar of Michigan from 1998 to 2000, and has been a leader in the National Conference of 
Black Lawyers.        

	 �Speaker’s Synopsis: Employment—whether forced or voluntary—has been historically used 
as a tool for the exploitation, manipulation, and control of African-descended people. He will 
discuss the legal and structural challenges to economic justice for America’s black community.  

May 4		  DETROIT AREA HOUSING AND THE TUXEDO PROJECT: TRANSFORMING A  
		  DETROIT NEIGHBORHOOD

Stephen Henderson
	 �Stephen Henderson has been Editorial Page Editor for the Detroit Free Press since January 

2009. He has won the 2014 Pulitzer Prize for commentary, the 2014 Scripps Howard Award, 
and the 2001 ASNE writing award for editorials. He was the National Association of Black  
Journalists’ “Journalist of the Year” in 2014. Henderson hosts a daily radio show, Detroit 
Today, on WDET 101.9 FM, and the weekly talk shows “American Black Journal” and  
“MiWeek,” both on Detroit Public Television. 

Speaker’s Synopsis: The Tuxedo Project seeks to transform the neighborhood around Stephen 
Henderson’s birth home on Tuxedo Street into a center for change that celebrates and  
leverages the literary arts. Can one Detroiter’s look back to a single home, on a single block in 
the city, inspire broader organization and momentum that can change an entire neighborhood? 
We believe it can! If we can work together, little by little, starting with one house, one block, 
one neighborhood, one community, we can bring our whole city into this recovery.   

May 11		  THE COLOR OF OUR SKIN AND THE CONTENT OF OUR POLITICS:  
		  EXPLORING THE EFFECTS OF SKIN TONE ON POLICY PREFERENCES AMONG  
		  AFRICAN AMERICANS 

Vincent L. Hutchings 
Vincent Hutchings is Hanes Walton Jr. collegiate Professor of Political Science and  
Afroamerican and African Studies and a Research Professor at the Institute for Social  
Research at the University of Michigan. He received his Ph.D. in 1997 from the University  
of California, Los Angeles. In 2003, he published Public Opinion and Democratic  
Accountability, from Princeton University Press. In 2012, he was elected as a Fellow to the  
American Academy of Arts and Sciences 

	 �Speaker’s Synopsis: Scholars have established that darker-skinned African Americans have 
lower incomes, encounter more discrimination, and have poorer health outcomes than  
lighter-skinned Blacks. However, it is unclear whether skin color is associated with political 
views. We revisit this question by relying on survey data from the 2012 American National 
Election Study (ANES). We find significant skin tone related differences among Blacks on 
economic redistribution, explicitly racial policies, and support for racial stereotypes.    
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